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NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR JAN HARDING RUSLAVAGE MEMORIAL SERVICE & PROMOTION 
AWARD TO RECOGNIZE YOUNG INDIVIDUAL WITH EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO PA DAIRY 
The Award Is Intended to Recognize a Young Individual Who Is Committed to Dairy Service 

Harrisburg, Pa. – A new award program is now open to recognize an individual between the 
ages of 18 and 30 who has demonstrated exceptional service to and promotion of 
Pennsylvania’s dairy industry. The Jan Harding Ruslavage Memorial Service & Promotion Award 
has been established in 2024 to honor the memory and distinguished service of Janet Harding 
Ruslavage to Pennsylvania’s dairy industry. The award will provide recognition and financial 
support to an outstanding young individual who has demonstrated a commitment to dairy 
service and promotion through the contributions they are making to enrich the future of 
Pennsylvania’s dairy industry.  

Nominations can be submitted online at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org/janet-harding-
ruslavage-award and are due by August 9, 2024. The winning individual will receive a $3,000 
cash award and recognition at the annual Pennsylvania Dairy Princess State Pageant in 
September. 

To qualify for this award, individuals must: 

• Be a Pennsylvania resident 

• Be between the ages of 18 and 30 years old 

• Be a high school graduate and pursuing a career in or related to the dairy 
industry 
 

Qualities of someone recognized through this award could include: 

• Servant leadership attitude 

• High level of integrity 

• Helpful, friendly disposition 

• Conscientious, tireless work ethic 

• Compassionate, giving nature 
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• Strong passion for the dairy industry or specific aspect of dairy 

• A demonstrated commitment to contributing to the industry in a positive way 
 
Examples of ways the individual could be serving the industry include being actively involved in 
dairy promotion; serving in a leadership position in a dairy service or breed organization; 
building dairy awareness in their local community; serving in an advisory role for a dairy youth 
organization; contributing to research or education advancing the future of dairy; or in many 
other capacities. The committee will be looking for individuals who model the identified 
qualities. 

Nominations for the Jan Harding Ruslavage Memorial Service & Promotion Award must be 
submitted by August 9, 2024. Individuals can be nominated through a self-nomination or by 
another individual who wishes to recognize their achievements in the industry. 
 
To nominate an individual for this award, visit www.centerfordairyexcellence.org/janet-
harding-ruslavage-award to submit it with up to three letters of support for the nominee. 
Contact Jayne Sebright at jsebright@centerfordairyexcellence.org or call 717-346-0849 with 
questions about the award. 

### 

The Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation of Pennsylvania is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, tax 
deductible organization that is Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) approved. 
Established in 2010, the foundation’s mission is to build and invest in programs that cultivate 
and empower the next generation of producers, consumers, and advocates for the 
Pennsylvania dairy industry. Learn more at centerfordairyexcellence.org/our-foundation/. 
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